Troubles in Albania

upset your country's peaceful inclinations too much. The
Prince of Wied is in a very difficult position and he will
certainly be the victim of the revolutionaries. Italy has great
interests at stake in not letting Austria seize the whole of
that country as she would, like, and if things were to become
embittered between Italians and Austrians we should soon
see the beginning of hostilities which would go the round
of Europe. I confess I have the greatest apprehensions. It
would be a general war, the most terrible that one can imagine.
With her exaggerated armaments Germany has unprecedented
responsibilities.

Paris, 2$th May, 1914.

I left Paris with an impression of events in Albania which
seem to me daily to be assuming a more serious aspect. War
which is threatening us like a sword of Damocles over our
heads will break out one of these fine days in spite of the
fact that neither the Powers of the Triple Alliance nor the
Triple Entente want war. It is written alas ! and all the
contriving of the two allied^ groups is only a conglomeration
of the intrigues, rivalry ancPambitions of a few men.

Austria is at the head of all this sorry business and has set
a bad example ... In Berlin they are very down on the
Prince of Wied for having fled with his family although he's
back at Durazzo again now. In Paris they have a little joke
that the Prince is well named Wied as his head is so vide,
i.e. empty.

The Emperor is at Potsdam more enchanted than ever with
Corfu. He has had some excavations made which are afford-
ing him enormous pleasure and he can talk of nothing else.
He wants to avoid any topic which might worry him. It's
all very childish, ingenuous even, and is the despair of his
ministers and many others. Of course these excavations,

290